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Eduardo Perez couldn’t have asked for a better baseball coach, mentor,
and role model than Mike Martin.

Perez, in fact, said those lessons instilled by Martin in him more than
30 years ago remain part of his life.

“For me, it was perfect,” Perez said. 
“Not only instilled in us the discipline on the field, but also off the field.

How to treat people, how to be a caring person. He wanted it always done
the right way.”

An estimated crowd of 2,500, including more than 350 former players
and the current FSU baseball team, filled the grandstands at Howser Sta-
dium at noon Saturday for Martin’s Celebration of Life.

Martin, the winningest coach in college sports history, died Feb. 1 after
a diagnosis with Lewy body dementia three years ago. He was 79, just shy
of his 80th birthday Monday, Feb. 12. 

The hour-long ceremony on the field named after Martin was somber,
reflective and uplifting. It featured prayers, songs, memories and video
tributes played on the scoreboard beyond the left-field wall. 

Martin, known as Eleven for the jersey he wore as the Seminoles’
coach for 40 years, was remembered for his strong faith, love of family
and FSU, competitiveness and desire to shape his players beyond the dia-
mond.

Among the former players in attendance were three-time World Series
champion Buster Posey, former No. 1 overall selection Paul Wilson, Olym-
pian Doug Mientkiewicz, Golden Spikes Award winner Mike Loynd and
Perez. 

Perez signed with FSU in 1989 out of Puerto Rico, spent 13 seasons in
the majors and now is a baseball analyst at ESPN.

Perez has repeatedly said over the past nine days that Martin “meant 

Family, friends, alumni, Florida State fans and others attend the celebration of life for legendary FSU baseball coach Mike Martin at Dick Howser Stadium on
Saturday. See more photos at tallahassee.com. PHOTOS BY ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

‘Done the right way’

Carol Martin sits in the front row for the celebration of life for her
husband.
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Thousands pack FSU memorial to
bid farewell to coach Mike Martin
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After 10 months of bargaining, the
Leon Classroom Teachers Association
and LCS agreed late Friday on a con-
tract that includes $5.12 million in in-
creases for salary raises. 

Bargaining began in April 2023 with
the teachers proposing roughly $6.7
million for salary raises to accommo-
date new and veteran teachers, reduce
turnover and make salaries more equi-
table. 

The district’s original offer was
about $4 million, leaving a $2 million
gap that the teachers maintained the
district could afford to cover. 

The district’s agreement to provide
$5.12 million toward salaries still must
be ratified by the union and approved
by the School Board before it can be ret-
roactively applied to the teachers’ pay
periods, dating back to Aug. 2.

Union representatives are seeking
both approvals before the end of
March. 

“Our goal, and listening to teachers
over the last couple of years is to ad-
dress compression and add some sep-
aration between beginning teachers
and teachers with tenure years,” Super-
intendent Rocky Hanna told the Talla-
hassee Democrat Friday. 

Compression is when salaries don’t 

Contract deal: Leon teachers
would get $5.12M salary boost
Alaijah Brown
Tallahassee Democrat
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One man is dead after Saturday eve-
ning gunfire in east Tallahassee. 

Local law enforcement investigators
launched the latest homicide investiga-
tion after a shooting that occurred just
after 11 p.m., in the 2200 block of Park-
brook Court off East Park Avenue. 

“When officers arrived on scene they
located one victim, an adult male, de-
ceased outside,” a Tallahassee Police
Department spokesperson wrote in an
online incident alert. 

No other details were immediately
available. The case remains “open and

active” and police remained on the
scene well after midnight.

It’s been a violent start to the new
year in Tallahassee, which has already
seen a double homicide and a murder
suicide. Last year, there were only two
fatal shootings by mid-February. 

So far in 2024, eight people have been
killed and seven have been injured in at
least 11 serious shootings in the capital
city and county, according to a Tallahas-
see Democrat analysis of gun violence. 

Detectives ask anyone who may have
witnessed the incident, but did not
speak with an officer on scene, to call
850-891-4200. They may also remain
anonymous by calling Crime Solvers at
850-574-TIPS.

TPD investigates homicide,
eighth fatal shooting of 2024
William L. Hatfield
Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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TALLAHASSEE - Da-
vid Steinmetz, a vet-
eran of the Vietnam 
War, peacefully passed 
away at his home on 
February 2nd, 2024, 
at the age of 75. A me-
morial service will be 
held at the Tallahassee 
National Cemetery on 
Monday, February 26, 
at 1pm.

David  Steinmetz

*Steinmetz, David 75 Tallahassee, FL Feb 02 Bevis Funeral Home & Crematory - - - -

TODAY’S DEATH NOTICES

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at tallahassee.com/obituaries

Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements Service Time Service Location Interment

accurately reflect the experience and
skills of a worker, and employers are
pressed to provide fair compensation,
most times with an overwhelmed bud-
get.

The agreement comes weeks after
teachers filled a school board meeting,
baring their souls to the panel about
fair pay and the inability to keep up
with the cost of living. 

The agreement reached at the end of
a seven-hour bargaining session Friday
would give all teachers a raise of $575 a
year and an additional $100 for each
year of teaching experience. 

“We believe you need this additional
money to retain people at the bottom,”
Chris Segal, a representative with the
Florida Education Association said to
the district’s negotiators about new
teachers. 

Beginning teacher pay is currently
set at $47,500 under a mandate set by

the state in 2020 as an attempt to at-
tract and retain teachers during an
educator shortage. 

“The teacher’s advocacy made the
total value of the package come up
more than 20% of what the district
provided originally. So, it shows that
the district is listening, that we’re mov-
ing in the right direction, but there’s
still a lot of work to be done because
this is just the first step,” LCTA Presi-
dent Scott Mazur told the Tallahassee
Democrat. 

The average salary for veteran
teachers is about $50,450 before taxes,
according to Mazur — $3,450 more
than a beginning teacher. With the
raise, a veteran teacher of 20 years can
expect to take home about $2,575 more
in pay for the year, and a teacher with
three years of experience would get an
additional $875.

The district’s model addresses the
concerns of veteran teachers, who have
expressed a desire to be compensated
more than beginning teachers, but it
doesn’t quiet cost-of-living concerns,
Mazur said. 

Some state legislators are currently
advocating to raise the minimum base
salary for teachers to a minimum of
$65,000 under SB 136, dubbed the
“Save Our Teachers Act..” It was filed by
Sen. Lori Berman, D-Boca Raton, to ad-
dress the rising cost of living and fair
pay for teachers. 

However, with the state pouring mil-
lions of tax dollars into private school
vouchers, schools are losing state
funding due to a reduction of students. 

“We’re doing the best we can with
the limited resources we’re receiving
from the legislature. We’re really at the
mercy of the legislature each and every
year. They’re meeting right now about
our budgets for next year and it looks
bleak,” Hanna told the Democrat. 

Hanna, who is running for reelec-
tion, said managing the district’s fi-
nances is a constant balancing act, and
sacrifices were made to raise the salary
package by $1.12 million. 

To meet the budget, Hanna said re-
ductions in administrative staff will be
made this summer. 

When asked what cuts would be

made, Hanna said he was not prepared
to give an answer.

School districts across the nation
are facing a similar problem: Raise sal-
aries to recruit and retain teachers
while also allocating dollars to support
non-instructional positions which pre-
viously have been covered by federal
COVID relief money. That money will
no longer be available. 

LCS added positions for additional
social workers, mental health special-
ists and academic tutors as resources
for students struggling in the post-CO-
VID environment. 

“There’s a give and take and unfor-
tunately for us to come up with this
salary package something has to give,
and I can’t go into our savings account
in our fund balance any more than we
already have. We just have to tighten
our belt and find out what programs are
of vital importance and non-negotia-
ble,” Hanna said. 

Alaijah Brown covers children &
families for the Tallahassee Democrat.
She can be reached at ABrown1@gan-
nett.com.
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the world to me.” 
Fans had the chance to say goodbye

to Martin, who retired after the 2019
season with a career record of 2,029-
736-4, on a perfect day for baseball with
a sunny sky and temps in the low-70s.
Entering the stadium, guestbooks for
available for signing and bags of Crack
Jack and drinks were offered. 

Even though a national champion-
ship eluded him, Martin directed the
Seminoles to 19 conference titles, 40
NCAA tournament appearances and 17
berths into the College World Series. 

As the song “Seminole Wind” played
over stadium loudspeakers, a proces-
sion of vehicles entered Howser Stadi-
um from centerfield. The caravan slowly
drove on the outfield warning track,
down the first-base line in front FSU’s
home dugout and stopped behind home
plate. 

Martin’s casket, placed between the
pitcher’s mound and home plate, was
adorned in roses and a flower arrange-
ment shaped as a cross. A pair of
wreaths with No. 11 flanked the casket.

Carol Martin and the Martin family,
including a large contingent from Mike
and Carol Martin’s native North Caroli-
na, were seated in rows of chairs on both
sides of home plate.

Also in attendance were FSU Presi-
dent Richard McCullough, ACC Com-
missioner Jim Phillips, former FSU
President John Thrasher and former
FSU and Texas A&M football coach Jim-
bo Fisher.

Speakers included Bill Smith, one of
Martin’s best friends and the Chairman,
President and CEO of Capital City Bank
Group; local Rev. Bob Tindale and Pastor
Mike Fordham; and FSU team chaplain
Clint Purvis. Songs were performed by
former FSU pitcher Gage Smith (”I Can
Only Imagine”) and Ashly McCall
(”Amazing Grace”). 

Pallbearers were former assistant
coaches Randy Gailey, Mike McLeod,
Chip Baker, Steve Winterling, Mike Bell
and Clyde Keller. 

Winterling, athletic director at Pas-
co-Hernando State College in New Port
Richey who was at FSU from 1986-91,
said, “the setting was so perfect to honor
Eleven. You are controlling the emotion-
al side as best as possible . It was hard to
believe you can be gone for 33 years, but
it felt like you never missed a beat. It
(service) was beautiful.” 

One of the featured videos was a nar-

rative and written heartfelt letter from
Carol to Mike, sharing how the newly-
weds fell in love with FSU and Tallahas-
see and embarked on a 60-year journey
side-by-side.

Steve “Mongo” Budnick, in atten-
dance, also led the crowd in his signa-
ture Noles cheers to honor Martin. 

In his remarks, Smith recalled when
Martin made a mound visit to take out
pitcher Richie Lewis following a barrage
of hits, including a home run. 

Martin instructed Lewis, an All-
American and future FSU Hall of Famer
(1995), to walk with him back to the dug-
out in case FSU fans booed Lewis. Lewis
told Martin if anyone booed, they were
probably directed at Martin for leaving
Lewis in the game too long. 

As the service concluded and the car-
avan headed down the left-field line to
exit, the song “Centerfield” by John Fo-
gerty was played across stadium loud-
speakers. 

Martin was buried in a private cere-
mony Saturday at Culley’s Meadow-
Wood Memorial Park. 

Martin
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Legendary Florida State baseball coach Mike Martin is carried by pallbearers onto Mike Martin Field for his celebration of
life on Saturday. PHOTOS BY ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Family, friends, alumni, Florida State fans and others attend the celebration of
life for legendary FSU baseball coach Mike Martin at Dick Howser Stadium on
Saturday.


